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European energy security directly depends on the development of projects in the field of renewable energy - The European Energy Security Forum (EuroSEF-2014) 

The level of energy and as a result, the geopolitical security of European countries which are strongly dependent on imported oil, natural gas, coal and nuclear fuels, depends on the level of renewable energy industry development in these countries. 

Importance of building a modern energy supply models based on solar and wind energy, small hydropower, bioenergy was the main topic of discussion at the one of the key European industry events - The European Energy Security Forum (the topic  - "Accelerating renewable energy development for reduction of energy dependence of Europe" ), which took place on September 26 in Brussels.

The forum is organized by the Innovative Business Centre (IBCentre) in cooperation with the Energy Watch Group. 

According to the Executive Director of IBCentre Julia Berezovska, “The aim of the EuroSEF is to share the latest updates about energy security questions and the measures taken today, as well as to discuss the possibilities and ways of greater inclusion of renewable energy in energy mix which can secure every region of Europe with domestic fuel heat and electricity produced from renewable sources.”

Besides, the high importance of EuroSEF-2014 as a specified platform was mentioned by Hans-Josef Fell, Conference Chairman in his opening speech.

“The current situation hence underlines the urgent need for action regarding energy dependency in Europe. As long as the EU and other nations continue to rely on fossil and nuclear resources, the crisis could cease temporarily and the situation of dependency will eventually lead to the economic collapse in energy importing countries”, - He said.

Serious challenges in energy sector which Europe is currently facing to, requires more effective policy towards the development of renewable energy.
"Separate energy policy goals might not lead to the wished results. There is a need to show co-benefits of renewables in terms of social and economic aspects. Further and better targeted incentives can be drawn for a wider use of renewables, which not only help to boost the economy and improve employment in the EU, but also brings about substantial benefits for the environment and the whole society", Benedek Javor,  Vice-chairman of the European Parliament Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety added.

According to the influential expert, the Vice-chairman of the European Parliament’s Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, Jeppe Kofod:

"There are compelling strategic, economic and political rationales for Europe, as a continent, to diversify its supply base. Somebody says that the shale boom could provide an opportunity to do like that. Others, including myself, argue that we should see this challenge as an opportunity for a paradigm shift in the European Energy Policy and that we must seize it".

Sponsors of the forum are First Solar, Ukrainian Systems SOLAR and Activ Solar.

EuroSEF-2014 is being held under the auspices of the leading renewable energy associations such as the European Biomass Association, the World Future Council Foundation, the World Wind Energy Association, the Association for the Study of Peak Oil & Gas, the European Photovoltaic Industry Association, Energy Efficiency in Industrial Processes, the Association of European Renewable Energy Research Centres, the World Bioenergy Association, the European Solar Thermal Electricity Association, the Association of European Automotive and Industrial Battery Manufacturers, the European Renewable Energies Federation.

The European Energy Security Forum aims to provide a platform for a dialogue between stakeholders including policymakers, international and regional experts as well as leading press on sustainable energy.

The forum will address the role that renewable energy plays in advancing renewable energy and energy efficiency in the European region and look into the financial, legal and institutional mechanisms needed to reinforce this role.

EuroSEF-2014 gathered at the platform over 100 representatives of public authorities, international experts, representatives the international companies, press, scientific centers.

The European Energy Security Forum was opened by the Conference Chairman, CEO of Energy Watch Group Hans-Josef Fell and Jaroslaw Pietras, Director General for Environment, Education, Transport and Energy, Council of the European Union.

The first session has raised the question of renewable energy potential in the European countries. Among the speakers, there were distinguished guests such as Britta Thomsen - Former MEP and Vice-chair of the European Parliament's Committee on Industry, Research and Energy; Benedek Javor - MEP, Vice-chairman of the European Parliament’s Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety; Eicke Weber - Director of Fraunhofer Solar Institut in Freiburg (ISE); Urban Rusnák - Secretary General of the Energy Charter Secretariat; Dr. Neela Winkelmann-Heyrovská - Environmental Consultant of the Platform for Renewables, Managing Director of the Platform of European Memory and Conscience.

Speakers of the second session discussed how to build a strong energy security system on the Eastern Border of Europe. Development of renewable energy in Baltic region was disclosed by Ando Leppiman - Deputy Secretary General for Energy at the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Communications of the  Republic of Estonia; Yusuf Yazar - General Director of Renewable Energy at the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of Turkey with the speech on the Turkish renewable energy miracle; Jamil Malikov - Deputy Head of the State Agency on Alternative and Renewable Energy Projects in Azerbaijan shared with the information about Azerbaijan’s development of renewable energy industry and Liza Tavdumadze - Head of Investment Department of Ministry of Energy of Georgia supplemented the session talking about a renewable energy industry in Georgia.

Session 3 continued to disclose issues of greater inclusion of renewables in the programs of  strategic energy storage in Europe. The security risk associated with the present energy supply to Europe. We welcomed Ricardo Baretzky -  President  of The European Centre for Information Policy and Security; Jeppe Kofod - MEP, Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, Vice-Chairman of the EU-USA Delegation and Head of the Danish S&D Delegation in the European Parliament; Matthias Altmann - Senior Consultant at Ludwig-Bölkow-Systemtechnik GmbH; Christian Breyer - PhD, Professor for Solar Economy at Lappeenranta University of Technology; Kjell Aleklett - President of the Association for the Study of Peak Oil & Gas and in a conclusion Alain Castro - CEO Ener-Core, Inc., Sloan Fellow, London Business School.

In the 4th session we tried to identify what should be done to better secure big energy consumers providing with renewable energy supply. Speakers were: Dolf Gielen - Director, IRENA Innovation and Technology Centre; Matthias Berninger - VP Public Affairs, MARS INCORPORATED; Folker Franz - Head of EU Public Affairs, ABB Europe; Corinna Grajetzky - Manager of European Affairs, RWE AG; Dr. Doerte Annemarie Fouquet - Lawyer, Partner of Becker Büttner Held; Stefan Ulreich - Senior Expert, E.ON Climate and Renewables; Christopher Burghardt - Vice President of Business Development in Europe, Turkey & CIS, First Solar; Michael White - Partner of EnerCap Capital Partners.

The forum was highlighted with a panel discussion on Ukraine which got the latest snapshot of the new Ukrainian policy in renewable energy industry from the first hands. Speakers were: Vitaliy Daviy - President of APEU, Association of Renewable Energy of Ukraine; Heinz Kopetz - President of World Bioenergy Association; Rainer Hinrichs-Rahlwes - Vice-President of the European Renewable Energies Federation, Board Member of the German Renewable Energy Federation; Sergiy Savchuk - Chairman of the State Agency for Energy Efficiency and Conservation of Ukraine; Oleksandr Dombrovskiy - Chairman of the Parliamentary Group “For Energy Independent Ukraine”; Oleksandr Todiichuk - Deputy Chairman of the National Joint Stock Company "Naftogaz of Ukraine".

Supporting mechanisms of renewables in Europe were shared within the panel discussion of Session 6 by Keith N Melton - President of the Association of European Renewable Energy Research Centres; Oliver Schaefer - President of the European Photovoltaic Industry Association; Marcel Bial - Secretary General of the European Solar Thermal Electricity Association; Gustav Melin - President at Aebiom, European Biomass Association; Stefan Gsaenger - Secretary General at the World Wind Energy Association; Burkhard Sanner - President of the European Geothermal Energy Council and Alfons Westgeest - Executive Director of the Association of European Automotive and Industrial Battery Manufacturers.

The European Energy Security Forum was closed by Hans-Josef Fell - Conference Chairman.

Although the European Energy Security Forum was held for the first time, it has established itself as a successful event, clarified the situation at the national markets of Eastern Europe and gave target and fresh ideas on how to decrease energy dependence of Europe using renewable energy sources. 

